B. — Phonology 

§1. Table of Consonants 

The Gafat consonants having the same pronunciation as 
those of the other Ethiopic languages are the following : 



(d) 



Labials 


b f m (p) 


Dentals 


t d t $ z s 


Liquids 


I r n 


Prepalatals 


c g 6 s z n 


Occlusive palatals 


k g q 


Spirant palatal 


k 


Labiovelars 


k w g w q w h w 


Laryngal 


h 


Semivowels 


w y 



(6-) 



For the pronunciation of the consonants in Ethiopic, see 
Armbruster Initio, Amharica I, p. 6-7, Mittwoch Proben aus 
amharischem Volksmunde in Mitteilungen des Seminars fur Ori- 
entalische Sprachen 1907, Zweite Abteilung, p. 189-93, Cohen 
Traite p. 30-42, Leslau Doc. Tna. p. 3-6. 

The phonetic phenomena which occur in the loan-words from 
Amharic will not be discussed here but with few exceptions. 

The etymology of the discussed words will be found in the 
Lexicon. 

§2. Labials 

a) 6 / m (p). 

These phonemes correspond to the same phonemes in Ethi- 
opic: bdgi "sheep" (Ethiopic), wabd "to give" (root whb), 
f9qdr "love" (G. Tna. Amh.), mdnc "spring", moqa "to heat", 
zop9-$ "ebony". 

b) b is weakened into w in every position passing perhaps 
through spirantization : mawrari "to flee", Amh. mdbrdr; 9ski- 
nabas and stinawat "until he moves"; q9Wdr "jackals", Amh. 
qabarart; wdddboa and wdddw "river"; dwawi and dbab "ser- 
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GENERAL PHONETIC FACTS 

§10. Gemination 

The gemination of the consonants, a phenomenon sg impor- 
tant in the Semitic languages, is not pointed out in the Ethiopic 
writing. We are thus deprived of a criterion in the linguistic 
classification. In fact we do not know whether the penult radical 
is geminated in the perfect, in the imperfect, and so on. But it 
is very likely that the imperfect ydqatli has no gemination of 
the 2nd radical, because the gemination would have dissolved 
the consonantal cluster (the form would have been y9qdttdl) 
and there would not be a final -L The situation is the same as 
in Harari (Cerulli Harar 91). For the perfect see §70. 

§11. Prepcdatalization 

The prepalatalization is a very frequent phenomenon in Gafat 
as in the other Ethiopic languages. The prepalatals exist as an 
independent phonemic series beside the palatals, dentals and 
liquids. The prepalatals exist in Gafat in examples in which 
there is an ordinary consonant in the other Ethiopic languages 
(§5f). The prepalatalization for morphological reasons is almost 
general. In fact a dental and a liquid consonant in final posi- 
tion becomes the corresponding prepalatal if it is followed by the 
vowel -i, -e, -ya in a verbal form (§5d) ; ki becomes if in the 
suffixed pronoun of the 2nd pers. fern. sg. (§52) ; in the ending 
of the 2nd. sg. feminine, perfect (§71) ; q may become c (§6e) ; 
for r and I becoming y see §4c, 5d, 9b. 

§12. Interchangeability o! Consonants 

Some consonants have the tendency to interchange. It is the 
case of the prepalatals (§5e), of I : n (§4e), b: m (§2d), s : d 
(§3c), k : vowel (§6d). 

§13. Weakening of Consonants 

Some consonants may be weakened and sometimes omitted. 
Thus 6 passing probably through the spirant bh may become w 
(§2b). Are also weakened m (§2e), the semivowel w (§9c), the 
liquids I (§4b), n (§4f), the laryngal h (§8h), the palatal k 
(§6c,d). 
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Examples where a is written (and probably pronounced) in- 
stead of e with prepalatals as amoyatgd "my mother" beside 
zebege "my fingers" recall Amharic and Harari where the or- 
thography sdmaccd instead of sdmacce is normal (Cohen Traite 
46, Cerulli Harar 72). But note that one finds in Gafat e for 
a with any consonant: mesacas "with perfume" 7 19 instead of 
masacas, taldqbem "she embraces" 13 20 beside taleqben 13 2 i, 
nedefu for nadafu (but see also §92a), and so on. For the end- 
ing -6 of the plural of the perfect, see §71a. See also §59e. 

d) To judge from the orthography miwdddas "the one 
whom I love" 2 24 instead of mawdddas, anddmandbars 12 5 for 
andamindbars, askafog "until he becomes appeased" 4 10 for 
askifog (§59d), amayahogu "the ones who make flow" 9 14 
for dmiyahogu (§59e), one may conclude that i and a are alike 
in the pronunciation. 

For the problem of 9 and i in Amharic, see Cohen Nouv. Et. 54-5, 
Etudes 401-3; in Harari, too, a tends toward i (Cerulli Harar 78). 

§ 1 7. Abbreviation of Final Vowels 

The final vowels a e i are abbreviated into a when they 
are followed by the article -$: c<tg w ala-s "the bridal-room", 
Amh. cagula; sacas "perfume", Amh. sattu; faras "fruit", Gaf. 
and Amh. fare; musras "betrothed", Amh. musra; ..algas 
"throne", Amh. alga. For further examples see §30. 

§18. Diphthongs 

a) The existing diphthongs in Gafat are: dy, ay, ay, oy, 
aw (aw), aw coming from d, a } a, o and y, w in the end of the 
syllable: wdyni "wine", ank v 'oy "plum", agaw "arm-pit", ayni 
(iyni) "eye", gosay "shield", ndw "he is". 

b) The diphthong aw may be contracted into u, o; dy into i 
in : nu "he is" 4 3 for ndw, ndco "they are" 6 y for nacaw, 
amatgobdni "she who regards" 14i for amatgobdndy. 

§19. Vocalic Harmony 

Vocalic harmony probably occurs in Gafat as well as in the 
other Ethiopic languages (see Cerulli Harar 17, Leslau Doc. 
Tna 10), but the writing does not express it. However an ex- 
ample of vocalic harmony is probably expressed in atmayachu 
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